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RECTOR ’ S DECREE  

 
 
 

Object:  amendment to the Announcement for positions for the Doctoral School in Humanities 28th Cycle  
 
 

THE RECTOR  
 

 
Given the Statute of the University of Trento issued with Rector’s Decree no. 167 of the 23rd of 

April 2012; 
Given the University Regulations for Doctoral Schools, issued with Rector’s Decree no. 997 of the 

16th of December, 2003 and subsequently modified with Rector’s Decree no. 359 on 19th of April , 2006; 
Given the Rector’s Decree no. 229 of the 24th of May 2012 published on the Gazzetta Ufficiale no. 

45, IV Serie Speciale, of the 12nd  June 2012, concerning the announcement of the 28th cycle of the 
Doctoral School in Humanities for 25 positions, 15 of which covered by scholarship; 

Considering several requests received from potential applicants with no certificate ascertaining a 
minimum level of CEFR1 B2 in a second language among English, French, German or Spanish as stated 
in art. 5.5 of the Call for Application; 

Considering the opportunity to allow these applicants to participate in the selection assessing the 
minimum level of CEFR2 B2 in a second language among English, French, German or Spanish during the 
oral examination, instead of providing the above mentioned certificate; 

Considering that such opportunity allows a wider participation of eligible candidates; 
 

 
That being stated: 

 
DECREES  

 
 
That article 5 “APPLICATION” and the article 6 “SELECTION” of the Translations of Announcements no. 
229 dated May 24th 2012, have been modified as follows: 
 

 
Art. 5 – APPLICATION  

The application, together with all the attachments required, must be submitted online at the University of 
Trento using the following link http://www5.unitn.it/Apply/en/Web/Home/dott 
Note that the application must be definitely and positively closed by 04.00 p.m. (Italian time) of 13 th of 
September 2012. 
The application is to be considered by law a self-declaration of the personal data and qualifications 
declared. 
The University of Trento does not accept responsibility for mishandling of applications by mail or courier 
services, or for applications sent to an incorrect address. 
Applications not submitted using the online procedure specified in this Article, incomplete applications 
and applications lacking the obligatory Attachments, will not be considered valid. 
All applicants are admitted to the Call conditionally upon ascertainment that they fulfil the admission 
requirements. 
The University of Trento has the right to verify the documents delivered pursuant to articles 71 et seq. of 
the Presidential Decree no. 445 of the 28.12.2000. The School has the right to exclude from this call, for 
justified reasons, applicants who have failed to fulfil the requirements necessary for this call.  
According to Italian Law no. 104/92, art. 20 and to Italian Law no. 68/99, art. 16, parag. 1, applicants with 
special needs are expected to indicate explicitly in their application whether they require special 

                                                 
1 http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/en/resources/european-language-levels-cefr 
2 http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/en/resources/european-language-levels-cefr 
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assistance or extra time during the examinations. Under Legislative Decree 196/03, all information will be 
kept confidential. 

 
The candidate shall choose only one specialized curricula among 1) Studies in Classical Philology; 
Philosophical Studies, 3) Linguistics and Literary Studies, 4) Historical Studies, 5) Cultural Heritage 
Sciences. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Applications must include : 
 

1) a photocopy of the applicant’s ID  (for EU citizens) or passport  (the page with photo, personal data, 
the document number, the place and date of issue, and expiry date). No other identification documents 
will be accepted; 
 

2) degree certificate: 
For applicants who have obtained an Italian qualification: 
- a self-declaration, according to the Presidential Decree art. 46 no. 445 of 28.12.2000 and subsequent 
amendments, declaring the possession of a degree (art. 2 of the this Call), conferral date, issuing 
University, final grade, examinations and grades obtained (by using Form A); 
For applicants with a foreign qualification: 
- degree certificate with examinations and grades obtained or equivalent certification, under art. 3 of this 
Call (see above). 
If the qualification has not been officially recognised as equivalent to a “Laurea specialistica” 
(“magistrale”) or a university degree of the previous regulations in force, the applicant should also submit 
a translation into English or into French of the academic certificate with the examinations and grades 
obtained, undersigned by the applicant, on his/her own responsibility (or, if already possessed, a copy of 
the degree certificate with examinations and grades, translated and legally certified by the Italian 
diplomatic or consular delegations in the country where the institution that issued the degree certificate is 
located, together with the Declaration of Value). The certificate is required to enable the Doctoral School 
Committee to declare its equivalence, for the sole purpose of admission to this Call. It is recommended 
that students with foreign qualifications attach the Diploma Supplement, the Declaration of Value, or a 
similar document if available. 
For applicants who expect to obtain their degree by the 13th of September 2012: 
- a certificate of enrolment with a list of the examinations successfully passed and grades obtained in 
each examination. According to Presidential Decree no. 445 of the 28th of December 2000 EU citizens 
may present a self-declaration by using Form A; 
- a statement by their thesis supervisor declaring that the student will obtain the degree by the 13th of 
September 2012; 
 

3) curriculum vitae et studiorum using Europass sample 
http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/en/home ; 
 

4) summary of the final dissertation (written in English or French for foreign applicants) explaining the 
choice of the subject, the research methodology and the results obtained (max 16.000 characters, 
including spaces); 
 

5) research proposal : candidate must submit only one research proposal. The subject of the research 
proposal must deal with one of the specialized curricula or with the topic of the specific grant mentioned in 
art. 1 of this announcement. The candidate’s competence in the specific subject of the reserved 
scholarship will be evaluated during the oral examination. The candidate who will be awarded the 
reserved scholarship cannot decline the offer.  
The research proposal must be drawn up according to the following scheme: 
- title; 
- aims of the project (max 400 characters, including spaces); 
- originality of the candidate’s project compared to the current status of the research in the chosen field 

(max 6.000 characters, including spaces); 
- methodology and timing of the research (max 1.000 characters, including spaces); 
- essential and annotated bibliography (max 6.000 characters, including spaces). 
It is also possible to write:  
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- activities the candidate would like to realise on the subject (e.g. seminars, research, meetings – max 
1.000 characters, including spaces); 

- foreign Universities/Institutes where the candidate plans to spend a research period and Italian or 
foreign professors/experts the candidate would be inviting for seminars or involving as supervisors in 
the Doctoral activities (max 1.000 characters, including spaces). 

 
Applications may include : 
 

- publications, if any; 
Publications must be submitted in electronic format through the online application, along with the 
titles’ list. In case publications are monographs, particularly extensive or not available in electronic 
format, the applicant should submit them by post to: Al Magnifico Rettore dell’Università degli Studi di 
Trento, Via Belenzani n. 12 – 38122 Trento (specifying on the envelope “Concorso di ammissione alla 
Scuola di Dottorato in Studi Umanistici – 28° ciclo  - pubblicazioni”) by the 13 th of September 2012.  
 

- any certificate certificate ascertaining a minimum level of CEFR3 B2 in a language among English, 
French, German, or Spanish (Italian is an option only for applicants with a different mother tongue); 
 

- other documents useful to attest the candidate’s ability to do research (documents about awards, 
academic activity and post-graduate research; certificate concerning scholarships, etc.). 

 
The University will accept any additional documents to the submitted application sent by email to 
ateneo@unitn.it (Subject: ” Application ID number - CANDIDATE’S SURNAME/NAME- Doctoral School in 
Humanities 28th cycle- Integrazione domanda”) by the  13th of September 2012. 

 
 

Art. 6 – SELECTION 
The selection process is designed to assess the candidate’s basic knowledge and aptitude towards 
research in the chosen specific scientific area. 
The selection consists of: 

• assessment of curriculum vitae and qualifications according to Art. 5; 
• evaluation of the research proposal; 
• oral exam. 

The Admissions Committee can assign each candidate a total of 100 points as follows: 
• 20 points for the assessment of curriculum vitae and qualifications 
• 30 points for the evaluation of the research project; 
• 50 points for the oral exam. 

 
In order to be admitted to the oral examination candidates must reach a minimum score of 30 after the 
assessment of qualifications and research project. 
The list of those candidates admitted to the oral examination will be published, after the qualifications 
assessment, on the web page: http://www.unitn.it/en/ateneo/16936/announcement-selection 
 
The oral examination will focus on: 
- the applicant’s knowledge of the subject of the research proposal; 
- the evaluation of the following language skills: 

� for applicants who have attached to the application the certificate ascertaining a minimum level of 
CEFR B2 in a second language among English, French, German, or Spanish, active and 
passive  knowledge of Italian , and passive  knowledge of at least another language  among 
English, French, German, Spanish other than the language certified will be assessed; 
 

� for applicants who have not  attached to the application the certificate ascertaining a minimum level 
of CEFR B2 in a second language among English, French, German, or Spanish, active and 
passive knowledge of Italian , active and passive  knowledge of a language  among English, 
French, German, or Spanish, and passive  knowledge of at least another language  among 
English, French, German, Spanish will be assessed. 

 
For candidates applying for the reserved scholarship, the interview will also involve an evaluation of their 
skills and knowledge in the relevant subject. 

                                                 
3 http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/en/resources/european-language-levels-cefr 
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Applicants must present a valid identification document in order to be admitted to the oral examination. 
 
The oral exam is successfully passed with a minimum score of 30 points. 
 
Candidates permanently living abroad who wish to be interviewed in their home country can 
arrange a videoconference, subject to approval by the Admission Committee. In this case they 
have to complete the online section “Offsite examination“ indicating a Skype account and the 
address and phone number of a university or diplomatic representation, as well as the name of a 
third person who will confirm the candidate’s identity at the beginning of the examination.  
In order to arrange the interview candidates are invited to check their email boxes regularly. 
The Committee will guarantee that all the regularity requirements are fulfilled during the exam 
(verifying the candidate’s identity and the accuracy of the examination). 
 
At least 20 days before the date of the oral examination, time and location will be displayed on the 
website: http://www.unitn.it/en/ateneo/16936/announcement-selection as laid down in Art. 20 of the 
University Regulations for Doctoral Schools. 
 
 
 
 
            The Rector 

       prof. Davide Bassi 
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Call for Doctoral positions in the Doctoral School in Humanities  

28th Cycle  
 

 
 

THE RECTOR  
 
Given Law no. 210 of July 3, 1998, and in particular, art. 4, which assigns the organization of doctoral 

studies to universities in accordance with the general criteria stipulated by ministerial regulations; 
Given  Ministerial Decree no. 224 of April 30, 1999, regarding the general criteria to be followed by 

individual universities in the organization of doctoral studies; 
Given the Decree by the Prime Minister of April 9, 2001, and subsequent amendments, on the general 

criteria for uniform treatment regarding the right to higher education; 
Given the Statute of the University of Trento issued with Rector’s Decree no. 167 of the 23rd of April 2012; 
Given the Trento University Regulations for Doctoral Schools, issued with Rector’s Decree no. 997 of 

December 16, 2003 and subsequently modified with Rector’s Decree no. 359 on April 19, 2006; 
Given the proposal presented by the Departments of Literary, language and philological studies and 

Philosophy, History and Cultural heritage; 
Given the report of the University’s Internal Assessment Unit (Nucleo di Valutazione) of January 10th, 

2011 concerning the requirements to be met by the proposed Doctoral Programmes; 
Given the resolution passed by the University Senate and the Commission for Scientific Research on the 

18th of January 2012; 
 
 

DECREES  
 

ART. 1 – INSTITUTION 
 

The University of Trento announces the 28th cycle of the Doctoral School in Humanities for the academic 
year 2012/13, in co-operation with the University of Cagliari (Italy), the University of Charles de Gaulle - 
Lille 3 (France) and the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales/EHESS (France). 
 
 
Duration: three years 
 
 
Specialized curricula: 1) Studies in Classical Philology 

2) Philosophical Studies  
3) Linguistics and Literary Studies 
4) Historical Studies 
5) Cultural Heritage Studies   
 

 
Head of the Doctoral School: Prof. Fulvio Ferrari 

Phone 0039 0461 282709 – E-mail: fulvio.ferrari@lett.unitn.it  
 

 
Official language: Italian. Exclusively for the specialized curriculum in Studies in Classical Philology, 
both Italian and French are official languages of the School. 
 
The selection for 25 doctoral positions is announced, 15 of which will be covered by scholarships.   
The scholarships are financed as follows: 
n. 14 scholarships funded by the University of Trento 
n. 1 scholarship funded by Provincia Autonoma di Trento reserved  for candidates with a research 

project in "The minority varieties spoken in Trentino: language acquisition, evolution and 
planning". 
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Research Areas : 

BIO/08 

L-ANT/01; 
L-ANT/02; 
L-ANT/03; 
L-ANT/07; 
L-ANT/08; 
L-ANT/10; 
L-ART/01; 
L-ART/02; 
L-ART/03; 
L-ART/04; 
L-ART/05; 

L-FIL-LET/02; 
L-FIL-LET/04; 
L-FIL LET/05; 
L-FIL-LET/08; 
L-FIL-LET/09; 
L-FIL-LET/10; 
L-FIL-LET/11; 
L-FIL-LET/12; 
L-FIL-LET/13; 
L-FIL-LET/14; 
L-FIL-LET/15; 

L-LIN/01; 
L-LIN/03; 
L-LIN/05; 
L-LIN/07; 
L-LIN/10; 
L-LIN/11; 
L-LIN/12; 
L-LIN/13; 
L-LIN/14; 
L-OR/08; 

M-FIL/01; 
M-FIL/03; 
M-FIL/04, 
M-FIL/06; 
M-FIL/07; 
M-FIL/08; 

M-GGR/01; 
M-PED/01; 
M-PED/02; 

M-STO/01; 
M-STO/02; 
M-STO/03; 
M-STO/04; 
M-STO/05; 
M-STO/07; 
M-STO/08; 

SPS/01; 
SPS/03 

 
The number of scholarships may be increased by funds from other universities, public research bodies, or 
qualified private enterprises made available following the publication of this announcement and before the 
beginning of the selection. Any increase in the number of available places resulting from an increase of 
scholarships will be posted on the web site http://www.unitn.it/en/ateneo/16936/announcement-selection   

 
 

ART. 2 – ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
Applications are accepted from candidates, regardless of gender, age and nationality, who hold an Italian 
“laurea specialistica (magistrale)”, according to the Ministerial Decree no. 509 of the 3rd November  1999 
and subsequent amendments, a university degree of the previous regulations in force, or an equivalent 
degree obtained abroad. 
Applications are also accepted from students who expect to complete their degree by the 13 th of 
September 2012. In such case applicants must attach the following: 

- a certificate of enrolment with a list of the examinations successfully passed and marks obtained in 
each examination. According to Presidential Decree no. 445 of the 28th of December 2000 EU citizens 
may present a self-declaration by using Form A; 

- a statement by their thesis supervisor declaring that the student will obtain the degree by the 13 th of 
September. 

 
The admission for candidates who have not graduated yet will be conditional  and applicants must 
submit to the Secretariat of the Doctoral School (by fax to 0039 0461 281751 or by email to 
dottorato.sum@lett.unitn.it) within the 24 th of September 2012,  on penalty of exclusion : 
 

- the degree certificate (EU citizens may present a self-declaration of the possession of the degree  
according to Presidential Decree no. 445 of 28th of December 2000 by using Form A). 

 
 

ART. 3 – FOREIGN QUALIFICATION 
University qualifications awarded abroad must be co mparable to the qualification of “Laurea 
Magistrale” (second cycle degree) in terms of durat ion, level and topic.  The Doctoral School 
Committee declares their eligibility. 
Applicants with a foreign qualification that has not been officially recognised as equivalent4  to the Italian 
"laurea", must submit a request for equivalence in their application. In this case, it is necessary to attach 
the following documents: 
- degree certificate with examinations taken and marks obtained (EU citizens may present a self-
declaration of the possession of the degree according to the Presidential Decree art. 46 no. 445 of 
28.12.2000 and further modifications, by using Form A); 
- translation into English or into French of the degree certificate with exams taken and marks obtained, 
signed by the applicant, to enable the Doctoral School Committee to declare its equivalence, for the sole 
purpose of admission to the selection process of this Call;  
- any other document useful for the evaluation of the eligibility of the degree certificate (Diploma 
Supplement5 or “Declaration of Value”-Dichiarazione di valore in loco6). 

                                                 
4 For more information about the Equivalence procedure (Equipollenza): http://www.cimea.it/default.aspx?IDC=134 
5 The Diploma Supplement (DS) accompanies a higher education diploma, is issued by the University where the degree was obtained and provides a standardized description 

of the nature, level, context, content and status of the studies completed by its holder. For more information about the DS: http://ec.europa.eu/education/lifelong-learning-

policy/doc1239_en.htm 

6 http://www.study-in-italy.it/studying/info-07.html; http://www.cimea.it/default.aspx?IDC=176  
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Successful non-E.U. applicants holding a non-Italian qualification and successful E.U. applicants holding 
a non-E.U. qualification must also present their degree certificate along with exams taken and marks 
obtained in each examination, translated and legally certified by the Italian Consulate, Embassy or 
diplomatic representative in the country where the degree was issued, and the respective “Declaration of 
value” within the 28th of December 2012 . The Declaration of Value must state that the university degree 
is valid and enables candidates to enrol in a PhD course in the country where it was obtained. 
 
 

Art. 4 – THE DOCTORAL PROGRAMME 
The research topics of the Doctoral School cover the field of humanities. This field of studies, in its 
vastness and complexity, requires both specialisation and interdisciplinarity, and this in the research 
activity as well as in the courses. In this way it will be possible to open new perspectives, that will be the 
result of the use of different methodologies. 
The variety of methodological approaches will make it possible to go deep into the specific research 
fields, in the frame of a single scientific community. 
Programme of Studies in Classical Philology:  The specific research area of this Programme is the study 
of the production, the reception and the transmission of Greek and Latin texts. The approaches  
employed are - besides  a strict philological method - linguistic, historical and literary analysis. 
Programme of Philosophical Studies:  
The specific research area of this Programme is the study of the subjects and of the forms of 
philosophical thought, from its very beginning to the contemporary debate. This study makes use of 
historical and of theoretical methodological tools. Particular attention is paid to specific topics: the 
problems of historiography, pedagogy, the religious traditions, and the discussion on the ethics of politics. 
Programme of Linguistics and Literary Studies: The specific research area of this Programme concerns 
the production, the transmission and the reception of literary texts. Literary texts are analyzed by making 
use of the methodological tools provided by the fields of textual critics, semiotics, linguistics and literary 
theories. More in general, the research area concerns the analysis of the communicative processes, in 
their textual, linguistic, cultural and semiotic dimensions. 
Programme of Historical Studies: The specific research area of this Programme concerns European 
history form the Antiquity till the contemporary age. Particular attention is paid to the history of Trentino 
region, to the forms and conditions of political communication and – from the Middle Ages onwards – to 
the German speaking cultural world. 
Programme of Cultural Heritage Studies : The specific research area of this Programme concerns all 
forms of artistic activity and the study of the territory. In particular, the Programme organizes its research 
activities in the fields of archaeology, history of arts, history of theatre, and the study of archives and 
historical documents. All these fields are investigated with the tools of interdisciplinary methodologies. 
The teaching programme is organized as follows: 
 
First year (50 credits) 
 
The PhD students will attend seminars organized by the Programmes. Such seminars aim at providing 
the students with the methodological tools which are necessary in order to carry out their research 
projects. 
Moreover, the PhD students will attend interdisciplinary seminars organized by the Doctoral School for all 
the Programmes, or for more than one Programme. 
The PhD students can acquire part of the credits by attending conferences, seminars or courses 
organized by other scientific institutions. In this case, the tutor’s assent is required.  
The tutor will verify that the PhD student, in the course of the first year of the teaching programme, has 
acquired the necessary credits and has attended educational activities for at least 200 hours teaching. 
 
Second year (10 credits) 
 
The PhD students will attend interdisciplinary seminars and lectures organized by the School and 
methodological seminars organized by the single Doctoral Programmes. Such activities will require at 
least 30 hours of attendance.  
The PhD students’ major  activity, in the course of the second year, will consist in developing  the 
research project, under the supervision of the tutor. 
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Third year  
 
During the third year, the Doctoral School and the Doctoral Programmes will organize methodological 
seminars in order to help the students in writing their doctoral thesis. 
Each Doctoral Programme will organize seminars, lectures and round-table conferences concerning its 
specific research area and its specific methodological tools. 
The PhD students of all Doctoral Programmes will write their doctoral thesis, under the supervision of 
their tutors. 
 
The PhD students will have the opportunity to attend courses at foreign Universities, in the frame of our 
University’s agreements with foreign Universities as well as on the basis of specific projects approved by 
the Executive Committee and by the tutors. 
The studies abroad will always be carried out under the supervision of highly qualified teachers, and will 
provide the PhD students with a valuable opportunity to develop their research activity. 
 
 
The teaching programme includes educational and research activities for a total of 180 credits: 120 
credits are assigned to the research activity and 60 credits to educational activities. The PhD student 
acquires the credits assigned to the research activity by writing his doctoral thesis, whilst he acquires the 
credits assigned to educational activities by attending seminars and lectures organized by the Doctoral 
school or by other scientific and educational institutions, by attending conferences and workshops 
organized by the University of Trento or by other Universities, and by sitting an examination at the end of 
each year of the teaching programme.  
The PhD student will have to carry out part of his studies at a foreign University or Research institution, 
for a minimum of three months.  
If it is judged necessary, he can be requested to attend courses in order to improve his knowledge of 
foreign languages or to improve other necessary competences. 
 
At the end of the first and of the second year of the teaching programme, the PhD student writes a report 
on his educational activities. The tutor verifies that the PhD student has attended all the required 
educational activities, approves the report and forwards it to an evaluation committee, which is 
appointed by the Doctoral Programme. 
In order to be admitted to the following year, the PhD student must have acquired at least 2/3 of the 
credits provided for his Doctoral programme, unless the Doctoral School Committee has allowed him a 
special dispensation (for example in order to make it possible for him to stay for a longer time abroad 
and carry out research activities). 

 
 

Art. 5 – APPLICATION  
The application, together with all the attachments required, must be submitted online at the University of 
Trento using the following link http://www5.unitn.it/Apply/en/Web/Home/dott 
Note that the application must be definitely and positively closed by 04.00 p.m. (Italian time) of 13 th of 
September 2012. 
The application is to be considered by law a self-declaration of the personal data and qualifications 
declared. 
The University of Trento does not accept responsibility for mishandling of applications by mail or courier 
services, or for applications sent to an incorrect address. 
Applications not submitted using the online procedure specified in this Article, incomplete applications 
and applications lacking the obligatory Attachments, will not be considered valid. 
All applicants are admitted to the Call conditionally upon ascertainment that they fulfil the admission 
requirements. 
The University of Trento has the right to verify the documents delivered pursuant to articles 71 et seq. of 
the Presidential Decree no. 445 of the 28.12.2000. The School has the right to exclude from this call, for 
justified reasons, applicants who have failed to fulfil the requirements necessary for this call.  
According to Italian Law no. 104/92, art. 20 and to Italian Law no. 68/99, art. 16, parag. 1, applicants with 
special needs are expected to indicate explicitly in their application whether they require special 
assistance or extra time during the examinations. Under Legislative Decree 196/03, all information will be 
kept confidential. 
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The candidate shall choose only one specialized curricula among 1) Studies in Classical Philology; 
Philosophical Studies, 3) Linguistics and Literary Studies, 4) Historical Studies, 5) Cultural Heritage 
Sciences. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Applications must include : 
 

1) a photocopy of the applicant’s ID  (for EU citizens) or passport  (the page with photo, personal data, 
the document number, the place and date of issue, and expiry date). No other identification documents 
will be accepted; 
 

2) degree certificate: 
For applicants who have obtained an Italian qualification: 
- a self-declaration, according to the Presidential Decree art. 46 no. 445 of 28.12.2000 and subsequent 
amendments, declaring the possession of a degree (art. 2 of the this Call), conferral date, issuing 
University, final grade, examinations and grades obtained (by using Form A); 
For applicants with a foreign qualification: 
- degree certificate with examinations and grades obtained or equivalent certification, under art. 3 of this 
Call (see above). 
If the qualification has not been officially recognised as equivalent to a “Laurea specialistica” 
(“magistrale”) or a university degree of the previous regulations in force, the applicant should also submit 
a translation into English or into French of the academic certificate with the examinations and grades 
obtained, undersigned by the applicant, on his/her own responsibility (or, if already possessed, a copy of 
the degree certificate with examinations and grades, translated and legally certified by the Italian 
diplomatic or consular delegations in the country where the institution that issued the degree certificate is 
located, together with the Declaration of Value). The certificate is required to enable the Doctoral School 
Committee to declare its equivalence, for the sole purpose of admission to this Call. It is recommended 
that students with foreign qualifications attach the Diploma Supplement, the Declaration of Value, or a 
similar document if available. 
For applicants who expect to obtain their degree by the 13th of September 2012: 
- a certificate of enrolment with a list of the examinations successfully passed and grades obtained in 
each examination. According to Presidential Decree no. 445 of the 28th of December 2000 EU citizens 
may present a self-declaration by using Form A; 
- a statement by their thesis supervisor declaring that the student will obtain the degree by the 13th of 
September 2012; 
 

3) curriculum vitae et studiorum using Europass sample 
http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/en/home ; 
 

4) summary of the final dissertation (written in English or French for foreign applicants) explaining the 
choice of the subject, the research methodology and the results obtained (max 16.000 characters, 
including spaces); 
 

5) certificate ascertaining a minimum level of CEFR 7 B2 in a language among English, French, 
German, or Spanish (Italian is an option only for a pplicants with a different mother tongue); 
 

6) research proposal : candidate must submit only one research proposal. The subject of the research 
proposal must deal with one of the specialized curricula or with the topic of the specific grant mentioned in 
art. 1 of this announcement. The candidate’s competence in the specific subject of the reserved 
scholarship will be evaluated during the oral examination. The candidate who will be awarded the 
reserved scholarship cannot decline the offer.  
The research proposal must be drawn up according to the following scheme: 
- title; 
- aims of the project (max 400 characters, including spaces); 
- originality of the candidate’s project compared to the current status of the research in the chosen field 

(max 6.000 characters, including spaces); 

                                                 
7 http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/en/resources/european-language-levels-cefr 
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- methodology and timing of the research (max 1.000 characters, including spaces); 
- essential and annotated bibliography (max 6.000 characters, including spaces). 
It is also possible to write:  
- activities the candidate would like to realise on the subject (e.g. seminars, research, meetings – max 

1.000 characters, including spaces); 
- foreign Universities/Institutes where the candidate plans to spend a research period and Italian or 

foreign professors/experts the candidate would be inviting for seminars or involving as supervisors in 
the Doctoral activities (max 1.000 characters, including spaces). 

 
Applications may include : 
 

- publications, if any; 
Publications must be submitted in electronic format through the online application, along with the 
titles’ list. In case publications are monographs, particularly extensive or not available in electronic 
format, the applicant should submit them by post to: Al Magnifico Rettore dell’Università degli Studi di 
Trento, Via Belenzani n. 12 – 38122 Trento (specifying on the envelope “Concorso di ammissione alla 
Scuola di Dottorato in Studi Umanistici – 28° ciclo  - pubblicazioni”) by the 13 th of September 2012.  
 

- any certificates of knowledge of foreign languages (e.g. TOEFL, Proficiency Certificate or other); 
 

- other documents useful to attest the candidate’s ability to do research (documents about awards, 
academic activity and post-graduate research; certificate concerning scholarships, etc). 

 
The University will accept any additional documents to the submitted application sent by email to 
ateneo@unitn.it (Subject: ” Application ID number - CANDIDATE’S SURNAME/NAME- Doctoral School in 
Humanities 28th cycle- Integrazione domanda”) by the  13th of September 2012. 
 

 
 

Art. 6 – SELECTION 
The selection process is designed to assess the candidate’s basic knowledge and aptitude towards 
research in the chosen specific scientific area. 
The selection consists of: 

• assessment of curriculum vitae and qualifications according to Art. 5; 
• evaluation of the research proposal; 
• oral exam. 

The Admissions Committee can assign each candidate a total of 100 points as follows: 
• 20 points for the assessment of curriculum vitae and qualifications 
• 30 points for the evaluation of the research project; 
• 50 points for the oral exam. 

 
In order to be admitted to the oral examination candidates must reach a minimum score of 30 after the 
assessment of qualifications and research project. 
The list of those candidates admitted to the oral examination will be published, after the qualifications 
assessment, on the web page: http://www.unitn.it/en/ateneo/16936/announcement-selection 
 
The oral examination will focus on: 
- the applicant’s knowledge of the subject of the research proposal; 
- passive and active knowledge of Italian, and passive knowledge of at least another foreign language 
other than the language certified according to art. 5. 
For candidates applying for the reserved scholarship, the interview will also involve an evaluation of their 
skills and knowledge in the relevant subject. 
 
Applicants must present a valid identification document in order to be admitted to the oral examination. 
 
The oral exam is successfully passed with a minimum score of 30 points. 
 



 

 
Translation of Announcement n. 229 of the 24th of May 2012 Page 11 of 16 

 

Candidates permanently living abroad who wish to be interviewed in their home country can 
arrange a videoconference, subject to approval by the Admission Committee. In this case they 
have to complete the online section “Offsite examination“ indicating a Skype account and the 
address and phone number of a university or diplomatic representation, as well as the name of a 
third person who will confirm the candidate’s identity at the beginning of the examination.  
In order to arrange the interview candidates are invited to check their email boxes regularly. 
The Committee will guarantee that all the regularity requirements are fulfilled during the exam 
(verifying the candidate’s identity and the accuracy of the examination). 
 
At least 20 days before the date of the oral examination, time and location will be displayed on the 
website: http://www.unitn.it/en/ateneo/16936/announcement-selection as laid down in Art. 20 of the 
University Regulations for Doctoral Schools. 
 
 

 
 

Art. 7 – ADMISSION COMMITTEE 
The Admission Committee is nominated by the Rector in consultation with the Graduate School 
Committee. It will consist of three members chosen among Italian and foreign tenure professors and 
researchers, who are experts in the scientific areas of the Doctoral School. The Committee may also 
include up to two experts, who may be foreign, from public and private research institutes. 
At the end of the selection procedure the Admission Committee will draw up the ranking of candidates 
based on the scores obtained both in the assessment of qualification and in the oral exam. 
The final ranking of the candidates will be posted on the website: 
http://www.unitn.it/en/ateneo/16936/announcement-selection.  
Notification is considered as delivered through the announcement of the list. 
The successful applicants will not receive personal communications of their results. 
 
 

Art. 8 - ADMISSION TO THE DOCTORAL SCHOOL 
Applicants will be admitted to the Doctoral School according to their place on the final ranking until all 
available places have been filled. 
In case of equally ranked candidates, the student’s economic situation will be evaluated for the purpose 
of assigning a scholarship, in accordance with the Decree of the President of the Council of Ministers of 
the 9th of April 2001 as amended. For places without a scholarship, the younger candidate shall be given 
priority. 
If a successful applicant withdraws before the beginning of the course (1st of January 2013), the next 
applicant on the short-list will be offered the place. The latter must submit his/her application for 
enrolment within 10 days following the communication from the Central Doctoral Office. 
If a successful applicant withdraws or is excluded during the first three months of the first year of the 
course, the Doctoral School Committee may decide to fill the vacant place with the next available 
candidate on the ranking. 
 
According to Art. 19, § 3 of the University Regulations for Doctoral Schools and in accordance with 
previous deliberations of the Graduate School Committee, the Admission Committee may increase the 
number of positions by up to 20% of the total number of assigned places. The additional places will be 
reserved for:  
a) short-listed applicants from non-E.U. countries who have been awarded any kind of scholarship8 (e.g. 

by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs or the Government the candidate comes from, or International 
Institutions); 

b) short-listed applicants from a country with a specific intergovernmental agreement with Italy, on the 
basis of a bilateral agreement between the University of Trento and the foreign university (with no 
obligatory financial burden for the University of Trento). 

 
 

Art. 9 – HOW TO ENROL IN THE DOCTORAL SCHOOL 
Admitted applicants should send or bring their enrolment form to: 

                                                 
8 The scholarship should cover at least a part of the three-year course. 
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University of Trento - Direzione Didattica e Serviz i agli Studenti – Ufficio Dottorati ed Esami di 
Stato 

Via Inama 5 - 38122 Trento (ITALY) 
within 15 full days  from the date of the final ranking publication. 

If applicable, the receipt of payment of the provincial student tax (TDS) must be attached to the enrolment 
form. 
On the enrolment form, available at the page: http://www.unitn.it/en/ateneo/2696/enrolment-and-
extension, candidates should: 
- indicate whether they ask to be awarded a scholarship (successful applicants, who have not been 

awarded a scholarship should also fill out this section, in case an applicant with scholarship should 
withdraw); 

- state whether they benefit from other grants from the Italian Government, issued on the basis of   
Intergovernmental Agreements and Programs for Cooperation and Development; 

- state whether they have previously been awarded an Italian scholarship for a doctoral programme 
(even for a single year); 

- declare that they are not already enrolled and undertake not to enrol on any other programme for a 
degree, an Italian “Scuola di Specializzazione”, a Ph.D., or Master’s degree of the I or the II level, for 
the duration of this Doctoral Programme. Or alternatively, commit to stop attending such a course 
before the beginning of the Doctoral Programme; 

- state whether they are an Italian public sector employee; 
- commit to obtain authorization from the Doctoral School Committee before taking up any form of 

employment; 
- commit to promptly inform the University of any changes of their residence or address. 

 
Admitted non-E.U. applicants holding a non-Italian qualification and admitted E.U. applicants holding a 
non-E.U. qualification must  also present: 
- their degree certificate with the list of  exams taken and grades obtained, translated and 

authenticated by an Italian consulate, embassy or diplomatic representative in the country where the 
degree was issued, and the respective declaration of validity “Dichiarazione di Valore(9)” within the 
28th of December 2012.  Declaration of Value must state that the university degree is valid and 
enables candidates to enrol in a PhD course in the country where it was obtained. 
or 

- the Diploma Supplement10  written in English according to the EC, Europe Council and Unesco 
format. 

Short-listed applicants who do not submit their enrolment within 15 full days  of the date of publication of 
the ranking on the website: http://www.unitn.it/en/ateneo/16936/announcement-selection will lose the right 
to enrol and their place(s) will be offered to the next candidate(s) on the ranking. 

 
 

Art. 10 – SCHOLARSHIPS 
Grants are assigned based on the ranking of applicants drawn up by the Admission Committee, on 
request of the applicant. 
The successful applicant of the reserved scholarship related to the topic “The minority varieties spoken in 
Trentino: language acquisition, evolution and planning” must accept it since scholarships non related to a 
specific topic are considered as a lower preference. 
In case the candidate declines the scholarship, it will be offered to the next candidate on the ranking. The 
gross amount of the grant is Euro 13,638.47 per year11 . 
The scholarship will be increased by 50% for research periods spent abroad that are authorized by the 
Coordinator of the Doctoral Program or by the Doctoral School Committee. 
Scholarships are normally paid bi-monthly in advance, with the exception of undue payments in case the 
student is expelled or suspended. 

                                                 
9 For more information about the Declaration of Value (Dichiarazione di valore in loco): http://www.cimea.it/default.aspx?IDC=176  
10 The Diploma Supplement (DS) accompanies a higher education diploma, is issued by the University where the degree was 
obtained and provides a standardised description of the nature, level, context, content and status of the studies completed by its 
holder. For more information about the DS: http://ec.europa.eu/education/lifelong-learning-policy/doc1239_en.htm 
11 At the date of publication of the present call, Italian law (art. 2, §26 of Law 335/95 and subsequent modifications) states that 
scholarships are subject to pension fund contributions (INPS) starting from 01/01/2012, of 18% or 27,72%, of which 1/3 will be 
charged to the candidate. 
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The scholarship is conferred for the entire duration of the Doctoral Programme, conditional upon a 
positive evaluation of the Doctoral School Committee at the end of each year of study. 
Failure to attend the programme for over thirty days  will result in suspension of the scholarship . 
The scholarships cannot be combined with other grants, except those awarded by national or foreign 
scientific institutes for periods spent abroad that are deemed useful for the research activities of the 
student.  
Those who have already been awarded an Italian PhD scholarship, cannot be granted another one. 
 
 

Art. 11 - RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF DOCTORAL STUDENTS 
Doctoral students must attend the programme and carry out research activities on a full-time basis 
according to the course programme and the regulations laid down by the Doctoral School Committee, as 
specified in Art. 4 of the present announcement. 
Students participating in a co-tutelle programme are obliged to carry out study and research activities in 
compliance with the agreement established with the foreign university12. 
Students receiving a scholarship reserved for a specific area of research are required to conduct research 
in that area. 
The Doctoral School Committee may decide to exclude students from the Doctoral Programme: 

a) if a negative evaluation is given by the Doctoral School Committee concerning admission to the 
successive year of study; 

b) if students accept any form of employment contract without explicit authorisation by the Doctoral 
School Committee; 

c) in case of unexcused and extended absences. 
Students who are excluded from the programme will forfeit their scholarship and must repay any amounts 
unduly received. 
For the entire duration of the Doctoral Programme, doctoral students are insured by the University against 
accidents and civil liability that occur in circumstances pertaining to the Doctoral Programme. 
According to art. 2, § 1 of the Law 476 issued on the 13th of August 1984 and subsequent amendments, a 
public service employee admitted to the Doctoral School may request leave of absence for reasons of 
study for the whole duration of the doctoral course, without allowances, and may benefit from the 
scholarship, if the required conditions are met. In the case of admission to a doctoral course without a 
scholarship, or if the candidate has declined the scholarship, the person on leave of absence enjoys the 
economic remuneration and social insurance and retirement benefits enjoyed by the public administration 
where he/she is employed. Should the employee terminate employment in public administration in the two 
years succeeding his/her having obtained the doctoral degree, the amounts paid during the course of the 
doctoral studies will be claimed back. 
 
 

Art. 12 – DOCTORAL DEGREE CONFERRAL 
The doctoral degree or Ph.D., conferred by the Rector, is awarded when students pass the final 
examination at the end of the Doctoral Programme. 
The Examination Committee will be nominated by the Rector, upon the advice of the Doctoral School 
Committee and in accordance with the University Regulations for Doctoral Schools. 
The issuing of the degree certificate is conditional upon the candidate providing the University archive 
with copies of the final dissertation The University archives will ensure public accessibility and the proper 
conservation of the printed thesis. It is the University’s responsibility that the National Libraries in Rome 
and Florence will be provided with a copy of the dissertation, as required by the Italian law. 
 
 

Art. 13 – PERSONAL DATA 
The University of Trento, in accordance with Legislative Decree 196/2003 and subsequent amendments, 
will use the applicants’ personal data only for the purpose of the selection procedures and for institutional 
reasons. 
Participation in the present selection entails, in observance of the above-mentioned law, that the applicant 
allows the University of Trento to publish his/her personal data concerning the results of the selection 
procedure on the University website. 
Data are treated by the University of Trento, with offices in via Belenzani, 12 – 38122 Trento. 
                                                 
12 Further information on the doctoral thesis co-tutelle programme and the agreements already in place can be found at  
http://www.unitn.it/en/ateneo/3025/doctoral-thesis-co-tutelle  
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Art. 14 – FURTHER REGULATIONS 
For matters not explicitly mentioned in the present announcement, please refer to art. 4 of Law no. 210 of 
3 July 3 1998, to Ministerial Decree no. 224 of the 30th April 1999 and to the University Regulations for 
Doctoral Schools issued with Rector’s Decree no. 937 of the 16th December 2003 and subsequently 
amended with Rector’s Decree no. 359 of the 19th April 2006 
 
 
 
 
            The Rector 

       prof. Davide Bassi 
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FORM A 
 

Declaration substituting 
DEGREE CERTIFICATE 
(Art. 46 - lettera l, m, n - D.P.R. 28 dicembre 2000, n. 445) 

 
 

The undersigned ______________________________________________________________________ 

Place of birth (city+country) _____________________________date of birth,______________________ 

Official postal address (street, number, zip code, city, 

country)_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Mob. ____________________________ e – mail ____________________________________________ 

aware of the penal sanctions pursuant to Art. 76 of the Italian Presidential Decree no. 445 of 28.12.2000 for falsifying 

documents and making mendacious declarations 

 

DECLARES 
A) To have graduated in: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Graduation Date: __________________________________with mark _____________out of________ 
 
Type of degree:  □ MA / MSc 
   □ BA (4 YEARS) 
   □ BSc (4 YEARS) 
 
University of: ________________________________________________________________________  
 
Country: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

B) To have not graduated yet, and to be aware that admission to the Doctoral School is conditional upon 
the presentation of the degree certificates by the scheduled date in the call. 
 
Currently studying (subject) _____________________________________________________________ 

At the University of: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Country: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Expected date for final degree defense: _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

To have passed the following exams:  

 

Course title  Mark/out of  Date  
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Date __________________  Signature________________________________________ 

Clear signature in full* 

 

 

This declaration is exempt from stamp duties, pursu ant to Art. 37 of the Italian Presidential Decree n o. 445 of 28.12.2000. 

*The present declaration does not require authentication of the signature nor the signature should be affixed in the presence of 

the person assigned to receive the document. If sent, the signatory should add a copy of his own identification document to the 

present certificate. 


